Annnal Report 2023 -2024

leud%m 2023-2024

Building Community Together

UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS

Alberta Provincial Council

Pa3som 6ypyemo rpomaay
KOHI'PEC YKPAIHLIB KAHAQN

[MpoBiHuinHa Papa AnbbepTtu

Website: www.uccab.ca YouTube: @ukrainiancanadiancongress-9133
Instagram: @ucc_apc Email: info@uccab.ca
Facebook: @UCCAPC Phone: (780) 414-1624

Twitter: @UCC_APC Address: Suite #8, 8103-127 Avenue NW, Edmonton




 3BIT | 2023-2024
Annual Report | 2023-2024 PIluHn |

Ukrainian Canadian Congress -
Alberta Provincial Council

AL LS IO TR FURAT

#==  ALBERTASTANDS o
WITH UKRAINE {(
Wt MEREM T L




Annual Report | 2023-2024 PiuHuia 3BIT | 2023-2024

TABLE OF CONTENTS | 3MICT

President’s Message | SBEPHEHHS MPE3MAECHTA .....cuuurrrrerririiiiiiaasissssnmsnrssssssessssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnnnnsnnes 4
50th Anniversary Conference - “Strength in Unity — Building Community Together” ..........cc.ocoeeeeciinnennnns 5
ComMUNILY OUIFEACK ...ttt e e s s e s s smmsr e e e e e re e e e s as e s nmmmnnEeeeeeeeesasnansssnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnes 7
L L8P T = 1= T Y o 7
Government Relations and AAVOCACY ........ciiiieeriiiiiimimniisrr s s s s ann s 8
[ o] [oTe oY 4 T g @0 ¢ 10 4 =T 40T e -1 4 Lo o OO 8
Ukrainian Support HUb — UCC AIDErta ... ee e e e s e s s e mmmmm e e e e e e e e e e e mmmmn e e e e e 9
RS 7= L= 0T QT ST W] e o o o 10
Welcoming Ukrainian Deaf NEWCOMES ........ooii ittt e e e e e e e e ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e s aaannnneeeeeees 10
Ukrainian Newcomer Community ENngagement SESSION ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeerre e e e e e e e eeeeeeeens 10
(070000 a 10 ]I VARSIV o] oTe] g LT (o101 o 1= TSRS P ORI 10
WWEDSITE UCCAD.CA ..ottt ettt e e e o4 o4 o ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e bbb bbb e et e e e e e aeeenaaannns 11
Edmonton Airport WelComME BOON.........coooiii e e et e e e e s 11
[} foTq g P= Yot = IS L= o o SR 11
Free FUrNItUIE WArENOUSE ...........iiiiieiii et e e et e e e et e e e e e e e e aa e e e e eessa e e e eeeesaaa e eeeeeennnan 12
JOD Rl ettt e e e e ettt —————————————— 12
= aTe] Y gl = T o [UE=To [= IR U] o] o Lo o RS PPTTPP 12
(O 10 L= T =Y o 13
UKrainian DAy 2024 ... ...ttt e e e e oo oo oo et bttt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e R anaeet et eeteaaaeeeeeaaaannnebereeeeaeaaaaaeaaaann 13
YA a1 A= 101 = T 2 APPSR 14
Internment MonUMENT UNVEIIEA ...ttt e e e e e et et e e e e e e e e e s e nnnn e e eeeeas 14
Ukrainian Canadian Heritage DAY ..........ccccciiiiiiiiiieie et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e eeaaaeeeeaaaans 14
HEUMAN AWAIAS ...ttt oo e oottt et et e e 4o o444 4o aa bbbttt e ettt e e e e e e e e aa s bbb bbb et e e e e aaeeeeeanaans 15
Two Years Since the War in UKFAINE ...........oiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e e et e e e e et e e e e e e eeeeeannees 16
Anna Rudyk-Ostrom Memorial FUNG ..........ooii ettt e e e e e e e e e anees 16
Youth Ambassadors iN AIDEIaA ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e st e e e e e e ae e e e e e aaannnnnenes 16
12T 4 0T oY= gl = o Yo o £ 17
U [OTO o [ aTe] o] (o]l =1 =T a[] 1 R OO 17
0L O1 O 0= 1o F= 1 Y =1 = o (o] o TSSO PEERRRTR 18
Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Bow Valley Branch ..........cccooooiiiiiiiiiiiiree e 19
Alberta Council fOr UKIaiNian AMTS ..ottt e e e e ettt e e e et e e e e e st e e e e e e anneeeeeeaannees 20
Alberta Foundation for Ukrainian EAUCation SOCIELY ..........uuviiiiiiiiiiii e 21
Alberta Ukrainian DanCe ASSOCIAtION ........c..uiiiiiiiiiiii et e et e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e s 23
Alberta Ukrainian Self-Reli@anCe LEAGUE ........ccuiiiieiii ittt e e e e e e e e e e st e e e eeaeaeeeseasnnnseesnees 24
Bishop Budka Charitable SOCIELY ..........iouiiiiiiie e e e e e et e e e e e 25
Friends of the Ukrainian Village SOCIELY .........cuuiiiiiiiiiii e 26
Edmonton Catholic Schools Ukrainian Bilingual Parent Advisory Society (UBPAS) ........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiie, 27
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of Canada — Alberta Branch (Edmonton Eparchy) .........cccccoiiiiiiiiiniinenn. 28
Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada - Edmonton Eparchy ..., 29
S N o] a1 I [ Y 100 (= (S 1 PRSP 30
Ukrainian Pioneers’ AsSsoCiation Of AIDEIA .........ooiuiiiiiiiii et e e e e e e eee e e e e e neaeea e 30
Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at MacEwan UNIVErSity ............ccooeeciiiiiiieieeeee e, 31
Ukrainian Students' Society (UOFAIDEIA) .........uuiiiiiiiiiee et e e e e e e e s e e s rreeaaaeeeeanaans 32
Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada Alberta Provincial Executive (UWAC-APE) .......cccccccvveveeeeeiiiiiens 33

2



Annual Report | 2023-2024 PiuHuni 3BIT | 2023-2024

Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta Provincial Council Executive

President | [Ipe3udeHm - Orysia Boychuk
Vice President | Biye-npe3udeHm - Lydia Migus
Past President | [TonepedHili npe3udeHm - Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz

Treasurer | Ckap6Huk - Iryna Lytvynets

Secretary | Cekpemap - Alyssa Stoddard
Director | Jupekmop - Melody Kostiuk

Director | Jupekmop - Oleksandr Taraiev
Director | Jupekmop - Andriy Tovstiuk

UCC-APC Member Organizations

Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts | Arb6epmceka Pada YkpaiHceko2o Mucmeymea
Alberta Foundation for Ukrainian Education Society | Ar66epmceka @yHOayis CnpusaHHA YkpaiHcokild Oceimi
Alberta Ukraine Chamber of Commerce | Arb6epmceka - YkpaiHceka Topeosa lManama
Alberta Ukrainian Dance Association | Arb6epmceke Tosapucmeo YkpaiHcbko2o TaHyto
Alberta Ukrainian Self-Reliance League | Toeapucmeo YkpaiHyie CamocmiliHukI8 - 810011 Anbbepmu
Bishop Budka Charitable Society | 5102001liHe Togapucmeo €Enuckona bydku
Babas and Borshch Ukrainian Festival | YkpaiHcekuli @ecmueane «babu 1 bopuy»
Edmonton Catholic Schools Ukrainian Bilingual Parent Advisory Society |
bamekisceke flopadye Tosapucmeo YkpaiHcbkoi JleomosHoi lpoepamu EOMoOHMOHCbKUX Kamoauybkux LLUkin
Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society | Toeapucmeo lpuamenig YkpaiHcbko2o Cena
St. John’s Institute | I[Hcmumym Ce. IsaHa
Ivan Franko School of Ukrainian Studies - Fort McMurray | Kypcu Y«kpaiHo3Haecmea - ®opm MakMroppeli
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood - Alberta | BpatcTBO YkpaiHuiB Katonukis KaHaaw - BiagaIn AnbbepTu
Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Calgary | KoHrpec Ykpainyie KaHaodu - 810011 Kanarapi
Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Edmonton | KoHrpec YkpaiHyie KaHadu - 810011 EOMOHMOH
Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Bow Valley | KoHrpec YkpaiHyie KaHadu - lonuHa bos
Ukrainian Canadian Social Services | CycninsHa Cayxcba YkpaiHyie KaHadu
Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada - Alberta Branch |
Jiira YkpaiHcekux Kamoauyekux XiHok KaHaou - 810011 Anebepmu
Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre | YkpaiHcokuli LleHmp 3acobie ma Po3sumky
Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada - Alberta | Cor3 YkpaiHok KaHadu - 81011 Anrbbepmu
Ukrainian Pioneer Association of Alberta | Tosapucmeo YkpaiHcokux MioHepie Anbbepmu
Ukrainian Students’ Society | YkpaiHceka CmydeHmcoka Cnisnka
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President’s Message | 3BepHeHHSs npe3naeHTa

This year, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta Provincial Council (UCC-APC) proudly celebrated its 50th
Anniversary with remarkable achievements that showcased our theme, "Strength in Unity — Together Building Community."

Our sold-out 50th Anniversary Conference brought together over 260 delegates from across Alberta and beyond, including
community leaders, Ukrainian Canadian Congress National, Ukrainian World Congress representatives, and members of
the deaf community. Distinguished speakers, including the keynote address by Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland,
enriched the event. Featuring over 50 presenters across 16 sessions, the conference was a platform for developing
actionable strategies to guide our community’s growth over the next 2 to 5 years.

Monpwu cknagHuin yac Yepes BiliHy B YkpaiHi, KYK-TPA Bigirpae npoBigHy ponb y nigtpumui make 65,000 nepemilieHunx
YKpaiHuiB, fKi 3HaALWNN NPUXMCTOK B AnbbepTi. Xoua nporpama KaHafCbKO-YKpaiHCbKWA [03Bi/T HA EeKCTPEeHi Noi3aku
(Canada-Ukraine authorization for emergency travel, CUAET) 3aBepwwunaca 31 6epesHsa 2024 poky, Mu i pani
npuiiMaemo wwomicaya 30-50 Hosonpubynux. Liboro poky Mu 3aBepwmnnn poboTy cknagy Mebnis, skuii gonomir
o6nawTyBaTu noHag 16,000 ocenb, a TakoX 3aKpunu iHopmaLiiH1iA NyHKT B aeponopTy EAMOHTOH, Wo npuBiTaB TucAdi
HoBONpMOYNMX. BogHouac MU OpraHizyBasin HU3KY BaX/IMBUX iHILiaTUB, TakUX K OCBITHI cecil As1a rpoMagun, MacluTabHuii
SAPMapPOoK BakaHcili y kBiTHIi 2024 poky, ae 1,200 HoBoNpmOyAUX Masn 3mMory nocninkyeatucs 3 40 po6oTogasLsaMM, a TakoX
NPOAOBXUNN MPOBOANTM KYPCU aHIMIACLKOT MOBMW.

| was honoured to represent UCC-APC at over 30 events, providing greetings and advocacy at occasions such as Black
Ribbon Day, Ukrainian Heritage Day, and an international symposium hosted by the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian
Studies. | also presented at the Ukrainian World Congress Conference in Bucharest, sharing the work of UCC-APC and
highlighting the Government of Alberta’s unwavering support for Ukrainian newcomers.

Our advocacy efforts included discussions with key officials such as Federal Immigration Minister Marc Miller, the
Honorable Mary Ng, Alberta’s Minister of Immigration and Multiculturalism Muhammad Yaseen, and international leaders
during a meeting in Montreal with the Honourable Mélanie Joly and Ukrainian and Norwegian Foreign Ministers.

For the second year, we partnered with the Edmonton Oilers for fundraising events supporting Ukraine, and we also
contributed to Humanité during the Kyiv Ballet Tour, furthering our cultural and humanitarian initiatives.

None of these achievements would have been possible without the extraordinary support of our community organizations,
dedicated volunteers, hardworking staff, generous donors, and committed sponsors. Your contributions have been the
foundation of our work, and we are profoundly grateful for all that you have done to help us achieve our mission. Thank
you for your continued support and for helping us build a stronger, united community.

CnaBa YkpaiHi!

0. Boyetro —

Orysia Boichuk Opucs Boiiuyk
President, UCC-APC Mpe3naeHT KYK-MPA
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50th Anniversary Conference - “Strength in Unity — Building Community Together”

The UCC-APC 50th Anniversary Conference, themed “Strength in Unity — Building Community Together,” was a
landmark event that brought together over 260 delegates from across Alberta and beyond. Communities represented
included Grand Prairie, Fort McMurray, Lethbridge, Lloydminster, and Vegreville, as well as participants from other
provinces and international guests from Denmark. The program featured 16 sessions that focused on critical topics
such as advocacy, education, community integration, and nonprofit governance.

More than 50 speakers shared their expertise, including Bishop David Motiuk, Dr. Natalia Khanenko-Friesen, Paul
Grod, President of the Ukrainian World Congress, Alexandra Chyczij, President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress,
and the Very Rev. Archpriest Cornell Zubritsky. Their contributions offered valuable insights and actionable solutions to
pressing issues faced by the Ukrainian-Canadian community. The keynote address was delivered by Deputy Prime
Minister Chrystia Freeland, who highlighted the significant contributions of the Ukrainian community in Alberta and the
importance of collaborative efforts to address challenges and opportunities.

Distinguished guests such as Her Honour Salma Lakhani, Minister Randy Boissonnault, MP Garnett Genuis,
Ambassador Yuliya Kovaliv, and Mayor Amarjeet Sohi also attended the conference. Their presence reflected strong
support for the Ukrainian-Canadian community and its contributions to the cultural and economic fabric of Alberta.

Ukrainian Canadian Congress -
Alberta Provincial Council
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The UCC-APC 50th Anniversary Conference was not only a celebration of five decades of accomplishments but also a
forward-looking platform to shape the future of Alberta’s Ukrainian-Canadian community. The 16 sessions provided an
opportunity for delegates to focus on key issues and generate actionable strategies for the next 2-5 years, ensuring the
conference would leave a lasting impact.

O6roBopeHHs Ha KoHhepeHLUiT NpMBenn A0 pPo3po6KN CTpaTEriil, CNPAMOBaHNX Ha MOCWUIEHHST afABOKaLiliHOT po6oTn 3
ycima piBHAMW Bnagu A1a 3abe3neyeHHs pecypciB Ta BUPILLIEHHA akTyasibHUX noTpeb rpomagn. [eneratv Takox
OKPEC/TUAN  WINAXM MNOKPaLWEHHSA YNpaB/iHHA HEeNpuoyTKOBMMW  OpraHisauisiMy, Harosiowyym Ha BaK/IMBOCTI
NifepcLKOro HaBYaHHA Ta NiABULLLEHHA edIEKTUBHOCTI poboTW opraHisauii Ans [OCATHEHHSA AOBrOTPUBAsIOrO YCixy.
Po3wmnpeHHa KynbTypHUX nporpam Ans 30epexeHHs YKpaiHCbKOoT crnafwmHu Ta MoBU Oyno BM3HAYEHO AK OAMH i3
K/IIOHOBUX MNPIOPUTETIB, 3 OCOOG/IMBMM aKUEeHTOM Ha 3a/lydyeHHi Mosodi An1a 3abe3neyeHHs cnagKoeMHOCTI M
MOKOMIHHAMKN. TakoX Ha KOHJIepeHUil NigKpecnnnu Bax/MBICTb ChIiBMpaLi MK YKpalHCbKMMW OopraHizauismu,
Haros1oLWy4M Ha Heo6XiAHOCTI 06’€AHAHHS PECYPCIB Ta CNiSbHUX Aiil ANs AOCATHEHHS 3arasibHUX Ljinel rpomaau.

President Orysia Boychuk emphasized in her closing remarks that the conference was not only a reflection on past
successes but a blueprint for future initiatives. The actionable outcomes developed during the event will guide UCC-
APC’s strategic planning, ensuring the organization continues to adapt to changing circumstances while staying true to
its mission.
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Community Outreach

Throughout the year, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress —
Alberta Provincial Council (UCC-APC) led and participated in
initiatives to strengthen community connections, promote
Ukrainian heritage, and support Ukrainians across Alberta.

UCC-APC also successfully applied for and received
charitable status, enabling enhanced capacity to support its
mission and broaden its impact within the community.

On December 7, 2023, UCC-APC provided greetings at the
international symposium Citizenship and Sovereignty in
Contemporary Ukraine, organized by the Canadian Institute
of Ukrainian Studies.

On March 18, 2024, UCC-APC participated in a key
discussion hosted by the Canadian Global Affairs Institute in
Calgary, addressing Ukraine’s needs, Canada’s support, and
the Ukraine-Alberta energy collaboration.

In August, UCC-APC solemnly marked Black Ribbon Day at
the Alberta Legislature on August 23, honouring the victims
of totalitarian regimes with a moment of reflection and
remembrance.

On August 24, 2024, UCC-APC joined the Independence Day celebrations in Canmore, hosted by UCC Bow
Valley, and in Edmonton, where the communities gathered to celebrate Ukraine's independence and resilience.

UCC-APC also expanded its network by forming partnerships with Ukrainian communities in Red Deer,
Lethbridge, Lloydminster, Lakeland Region, Fort McMurray, and Bow Valley.

Humanitarian Aid

UCC-APC hosted the 3rd Annual Ukrainian
Heritage Nights during hockey games with the
Edmonton Oilers on January 6 and the Edmonton
Qil Kings on January 11. Proceeds from the 50/50
raffles at both games were directed to the
Canada-Ukraine Foundation (CUF) to support
humanitarian aid efforts for Ukraine. These events
united the community to celebrate Ukrainian
heritage and raised significant funds to aid Ukraine
in its time of need.

aKTMBHO  MiATPUMYBaB i CNpuWSAB  MPOBEAEHHIO
MiBHIYHOAMepMKaHCbKOro Typy HauioHanbHoOro 6anety YkpaiHm Ta npoekty Humanité, skuin 36upas KoLITK Ans
®oHay OneHun 3eneHcbkoi. Lleli hoHa Hagae XUTTEBO HEOOXIAHY r'yMaHiTapHy AOMNOMOry, BK/HOYHO 3 NiATPUMKOD
Ha nepenoBiii Ta OCBITHIMM Nporpamamun s nepecenexuis. KYK-INMPA Takox 3po6us BHeCOK Yy po3mipi $2,000 ans
oHAy, NiATBEPOXKYHOUM Hawy BiAAaHICTb MNOEAHAHHIO KY/NbTYpPHOI [AiSNIbHOCTI 3 BaromMol rymaHiTapHo
NiATPMMKOIO YKpaiHu.
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Government Relations and Advocacy

This year, UCC-APC focused on advocacy at international,
national, and local levels to address the needs of Ukrainian
newcomers and support Ukraine.

i Internationally, UCC-APC represented Alberta at the
Ukrainian World Congress Summit in Romania, where global
leaders discussed Ukraine’s recovery and resettlement
efforts. At the Ministerial Conference on Ukraine’s Peace
Formula in Montreal, we contributed to discussions on the

humanitarian and economic impacts of the Russian invasion.

CONFERENCE | MINISTERIAL

MINISTERIELLE SUR LA | UKRAINE'S | CONFERENCE ON THE . .
DIMENSION HUMAINE | ‘rérmuLA | HUMAN DIMENSION At the federal level, UCC-APC met with Deputy Prime

30-31 OCTOBRE 2024 OCTOBER 30-31, 2024

Minister Chrystia Freeland to discuss challenges with the
Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA) and the
Provincial Nominee Program (PNP). Minister Mary Ng
addressed CUFTA updates and strengthening Canada-
Ukraine economic ties, while Minister Marc Miller discussed
immigration policies affecting Ukrainian newcomers. Minister
Mélanie Joly highlighted Canada’s ongoing diplomatic and
humanitarian support for Ukraine. We engaged with MP

Yvan Baker to discuss settlement challenges, and UCC-APC met with Minister of National Defence Bill Blair to
discuss Canada’s military support for Ukraine, including Operation UNIFIER. Collaboration with Ambassador Yuliya
Kovaliv in Calgary explored opportunities to strengthen Canada-Ukraine business relations.

Provincially, UCC-APC worked with Minister of Immigration Muhammad Yaseen to address challenges in English
classes, employment, and airport services for Ukrainian newcomers.

Locally, UCC-APC met with Calgary Mayor Jyoti Gondek to improve support for newcomers A podcast interview
with MLA Shane Getson highlighted the experiences of Ukrainian newcomers and community efforts.

Holodomor Commemoration

In November 2023, UCC-APC organized solemn
commemorations to mark the 90th anniversary of the
Holodomor, the man-made famine of 1932-1933 that
claimed millions of Ukrainian lives.

At the Alberta Legislature, community members
gathered to reflect on this dark chapter in history and
honour the resilience of those who endured
unimaginable suffering. A prayer service at St. Basil
Ukrainian Catholic Church brought together students
from Ukrainian Bilingual Schools, ensuring that future
generations carry forward the memory of the Holodomor.

NeoHig KopoBWHIOK, CBigoK [01040MOpY, NOAINMBCSA CBOEH [NMOGOKOK ICTOPIEND, HAronoWYKUYM Ha BadkK/IMBOCTI
BLUAHYBaHHA Nam’'siTi XXEPTB | YCBiAOM/IEHHS YPOKIB MMHY/10r0. Taki 3axo4m HaragytoTb MPO HE3/1aMHICTb YKPaiHCbKOro
Hapogy Ta NocTiliHy BigAaHICTb 36epexeHH0 naM’sTi Npo Foogomop.

8



Annual Report | 2023-2024 PiuHuni 3BIT | 2023-2024

Ukrainian Support Hub — UCC Alberta

We are proud to share that the Ukrainian Support Hub: UCC Alberta officially opened its doors on August 1, 2024. This
vibrant space was created to foster connections and provide essential resources for Ukrainian newcomers and the
wider community, emphasizing growth, collaboration, and support.

The Hub, located near key Ukrainian institutions like Shumka and the Alberta Council for Ukrainian Arts, has already
become a cultural and organizational hub in Edmonton. It offers a welcoming environment for community members and
newcomers alike, supporting their integration and development within the province.

In partnership with MacEwan University and the Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre, the Hub successfully
launched impactful programs and services, including:
. English classes that helped Ukrainian newcomers improve their language skills.
. Support groups held weekly to ease the transition for newcomers.
. Guidance and resources to support the formation of new organizations, such as "The New Ukrainian Wave", aimed
at fostering community engagement and empowerment.
. A place where our community organizations host meetings.

The Ukrainian Support Hub became a place where newcomers and the Ukrainian Canadian community could come
together to build a stronger, united future. We remain grateful to all who contributed to its establishment and growth,
and we encourage everyone to stay connected through social media for updates on future events and initiatives at the
Hub.
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Settlement Support

Welcoming Ukrainian Deaf Newcomers

In 2024, UCC-APC hosted a few events to support over 100 Ukrainian
Deaf newcomers. On April 13, in partnership with Edmonton Connect
Society and ALEIA, we organized a welcoming event in Edmonton,
where UCC-APC Executive Board Member Melody Kostiuk shared
opening remarks, emphasizing inclusivity. Additionally, we held an
informative immigration session, supported job fairs to connect attendees
with employment opportunities, and admitted several newcomers into
existing English language support classes.

As a highlight, these newcomers also participated in our 50th
Anniversary Conference, where they had the opportunity to share their
challenges, achievements, and future plans.

Ukrainian Newcomer Community Engagement
Session

On August 15, 2024, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress-Alberta
Provincial Council (UCC-APC) partnered with the City of
Edmonton, MacEwan University, and the Ukrainian Resource
and Development Centre to host a Ukrainian Newcomer
Community Engagement Session. This event provided a
meaningful opportunity to hear firsthand from newcomers about
their experiences in Canada and to gain valuable insights into
their pressing needs.

The valuable information collected during this session was highlighted at our 50th Anniversary Conference, showcasing
the supports currently available and identifying areas for further development. We extend our sincere gratitude to Mayor
Amarjeet Sohi for attending and to our volunteers who facilitated discussions and gathered this vital information.

Community Support Groups

In 2024, our support groups and initiatives focused on promoting emotional well-
being and fostering community connections. Weekly open support groups held 48
sessions with over 200 participants, while closed groups ran in two-month cycles
with 15-20 participants each, meeting weekly. A teen discussion club operated for
three months, involving about 20 participants and providing a safe space to share
concerns.

Language support sessions with native speakers helped newcomers overcome
barriers and integrate into the community. The "Path of Generations" project
connected Ukrainians from different migration waves, fostering mutual understanding
and solidarity. These programs offered a supportive environment to enhance
emotional health, reduce anxiety, and build meaningful connections.

10
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Website uccab.ca

Mu npoaoBXyeMO NigTpYMyBaTW Ta 06C/yroByBaTV [ABOMOBHWIA Be6GCaWT Ana HafaHHA [OMOMOrM YKpaiHCbKUM
HoBOMPMOYNMM. |HpOpMaLiss AOCTyNHa YKPaAiHCbKOK Ta aHrNiiicbkol MoOBaMuM 3 BaK/IMBMX TEM, BK/OYaKUM
iHpopMaLito nNpo piHaHCOBY AO0MOMOrY, >XMWTMO, OCBITY, OTPUMAaHHS BaX/MBUX [AOKYMEHTIB, Takmx $IK HOMep
couianibHoro ctpaxyBaHHa (SIN), Bogilicbke nNOCBIAYEHHA Ta KapTka MeguYHOro CcTpaxyBaHHs AnbbepTu,
npauesnawTyBaHHs, A0r1A4 38 iTbMU, TPOMaACbKUA TPAHCNOPT TOLLO.

BebcaliT TakoX Hajae MellkaHUusM Anb6epTy pekomMeHAalii WoAo Toro, ik BOHU MOXYTb MATPUMATM YKPAIHCBKUX
HOBOMPUOYNNX, NPOMOHYKUM [HhOPMAaLito NPO yyacTb Y TymaHiTapHii AoMoMO3i Ta iHWi cnocobu 3HauvyLwoi
nigTpymkn. CTOpiHKa NOAi CnifbHOTK Ta KaneHgap 6ynu BigHOBAEHI. My 3anuMwaemMocs BiggaHuMy perynspHomy
OHOB/IEHHIO L€l nnaThopmu, WO6 3a6e3neunT AOCTYNOM A0 HaliakTyaslbHIWOl Ta HaBaK/IMBILLIOT iHdDopMalLlil.

|- Edmonton Airport Welcome Booth

From February 2023 to April 2024, the Edmonton Airport
Welcome Booth, operated by UCC-APC in partnership with
volunteers and community organizations, provided essential
support to Ukrainian newcomers arriving in Alberta. During this
period, the booth welcomed over 2,600 newcomers, offering vital
resources and guidance to help them begin their new lives in
Canada.

ﬂ BUCCap
) wes o

The Welcome Booth operated extended hours to accommodate

the growing influx of arrivals, providing services such as:

« Initial orientation to assist newcomers in understanding local
resources and navigating settlement processes.

« Immediate support with transportation, accommodation, and
essential needs.

« Warm reception to ensure newcomers felt supported and
valued as they started their integration journey.

Informational Sessions

UCC-APC organized a series of targeted informational sessions
throughout the year to support Ukrainian newcomers in Alberta. Key
topics included navigating Alberta’s education system, establishing
daycare and day home businesses, financial literacy, and understanding
the process of purchasing property and securing a mortgage.

Sessions in Edmonton and Calgary provided Ukrainian parents with
guidance from school boards and community organizations on enrolling
their children and understanding the education system. A business-
focused session encouraged newcomers to explore opportunities in
childcare, fostering economic growth and cultural preservation.

Collaborations with partners like Scotiabank, offered practical advice on
financial literacy and homeownership, including insights into buying
property and obtaining a mortgage, empowering newcomers to plan for
their future in Alberta.

11
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Free Furniture Warehouse

From April 2022 to April 2024, the Free Furniture
Warehouse provided essential furniture to over
16,000 Ukrainian newcomers, helping them
establish comfortable homes in Alberta.
Operated with the support of over 18,000
volunteers who contributed 35,000 hours, the
warehouse distributed beds, sofas, tables, and
other necessities to families in need.

This initiative was made possible through the
generosity of local donors, volunteers, and the
Boilermakers Lodge 146, which provided the
space for operations. Financial support from the
Canada Ukraine  Foundation and the
Government of Alberta ensured the program’s
success.

Job Fair

On April 10, 2024, UCC-APC organized a highly successful job fair at
St. John’s Cultural Centre in Edmonton, bringing together 40 employers
and approximately 1,200 job seekers, including participants from
Calgary, Red Deer, and surrounding areas. Employers represented a
wide range of industries, including manufacturing, healthcare, retail,
hospitality, automotive, and technology. Over 100 job offers were made
on-site. The success of the event prompted businesses to reach out to
UCC-APC with requests for partnerships. As a result, we partnered with
Arctic Spas, who hired 30 Ukrainian newcomers, and Covenant Health,
which hosted follow-up hiring events for individuals with medical
backgrounds.

English Language Support

Since January 2024, UCC-APC has hosted a province-wide,
8-week English language program in partnership with
community organizations, churches, and other groups. The
program was delivered in Edmonton, Calgary, and
Lethbridge, offering in-person, online, and blended learning
options. Edmonton hosted 13 classes, Calgary held 5, and
Lethbridge offered 2. This program was designed to
accommodate learners of different proficiency levels,
ensuring accessibility and inclusivity. Over the course of the
year, 488 individuals successfully graduated, highlighting the
program’s effectiveness in supporting language development
and integration for newcomers across Alberta.
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Cultural Events

Ukrainian Day 2024

On August 25, 2024, the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village hosted
Ukrainian Day 2024, bringing together over 2,600 attendees to celebrate
unity and solidarity within Alberta’s Ukrainian community. The event
highlighted the resilience and contributions of Ukrainian-Canadians during
challenging times. This year's MCs were Anhelina Taran (UCC Youth
Ambassador) and Mykhaylo Kozlovskyy.

Dignitaries in attendance included Her Honour Salma Lakhani, Lieutenant
Governor of Alberta; MP Heather McPherson; Minister Tanya Fir, Minister of
Arts, Culture, and Status of Women; His Worship Amarjeet Sohi, Mayor of
Edmonton; and Greta Derus, President of the Polish Congress of Alberta.
Mayor Sohi formally proclaimed August 25, 2024, as Ukrainian Day,
acknowledging the rich contributions of Ukrainian-Canadians to Alberta’s
heritage and multicultural identity.

The theme, "Strength in Unity," was reflected in performances by Mriya,
Cheremosh, Pereveslo, REspond Dancers, Feyeriya Bandura Group, the
Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton (Yavir), Ruta Musical Folk Ensemble,
and the Razom Orchestra Society, showcasing our diverse talents. The
Kikino Indigenous Dancers delivered a special performance that
underscored shared cultural respect and collaboration.

Tyler Shandro, former MLA and Minister, was named as this year’s
Luchkovich Award recipient, recognizing his contributions to in the Ukrainian-
Canadian community.

KYK-TTPA BWCMOBMOE NOAAKY BCIM MNOYECHUM TOCTSAM, BWKOHaBUAM i
BOJ/IOHTEPAM, 4Msa yyacTb i MiATPUMKaA 3po6UIM YKpaiHCbkuii [eHb 2024
yCnilWHMM 3aX040M, EMOHCTPYHOUYM CU/TY Ta EAHICTb HALLOT rpOMaju.

KOHIPEC YKPATHIIE KAHARH
Npomssing Fags =

HATOPOJIA MHXAHIA
JYHKOBHYA 2024

-

TANNEP
LUAHAPO

it BNy MY CrrymEly ma aoindd
PO AT R B & A Sope

¥rpalacsacdi Jeis
25 ceprina 2024
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Vyshyvanka Day

On May 16, 2024, UCC-APC Vyshyvanka Day in Edmonton with the UCC-Edmonton Branch and Ukrainian Canadian
Benevolent Society of Edmonton. The event featured a community walk from MacEwan University to the Alberta
Legislature, where participants celebrated Ukrainian heritage through traditional embroidery and cultural pride.

16 TpaBHA 2024 poky KYK - IMPA nposis [eHb BuwmBaHkn B EAMOHTOHI CnisibHO 3 BiggineHHsam KYK EQMOHTOH Ta
YkpaiHcbko-KaHaacebkum BnarogiiHnm ToBapuctBoM EgmMOHTOHa. 3axig BkOYaB rPOMafcbKy xody Bif YHiBepcuTeTy
Mak'toeH oo 3akoHogaBuyoi Acambnei AnbbepTu, e yYacHUKN BLUAHOBYBa/IM YKPATHCbKY CnaflmHy yepes Tpaauuilivy

ALBERT,
W A STANDS

TR . i

Internment Monument Unveiled

On June 23, 2024, a monument dedicated to the unjust internment
of Ukrainian Canadians during WWI was unveiled in Vegreville’s
Pysanka Park. This tribute, made possible by Ukrainian Canadian
Civil Liberties Foundation (UCCLF) and the Shevchenko
Foundation, honours the resilience of those unfairly labeled "enemy
aliens" and serves as a reminder of the importance of justice and
equality. UCC-APC President Orysia Boychuk emphasized the
need to remember this history to prevent such injustices from
happening again. Lleli MOHyYMEHT CUMMBONI3yE cuny ayxy
YKpalHCbKOT rpomMagu Ta 3akavkae [0 30epexeHHs iCTOPUYHOI
nam'ati 3apagy ManbyTHIX NOKOSiHb.

Ukrainian Canadian Heritage Day

On September 6, 2024, UCC-APC celebrated Ukrainian Canadian Heritage Day at the Alberta Legislature. The event
highlighted 133 years of Ukrainian contributions to Alberta, with the Ukrainian flag raised alongside the Canadian flag as
a symbol of resilience and unity. Community leaders and officials reflected on the ongoing strength and cultural impact
of Ukrainian Canadians. A sincere thank you to the government of Alberta for proclaiming September 7th as Alberta's
Ukrainian Canadian Heritage Day Act, and for raising the flag here in Edmonton at the Legislature. UCC-APC
appreciates the recognition of this day with flag raising events in other cities and municipalities in Alberta since 2016.
Llei geHb Haragye Ham MpoO Badk/MBICTb 30EPEXEHHS YKPAIHCLKOT Ky/IbTYpHOI cnaflWuHyi Ta nepegadi i HacTynHUM
MOKONIHHAM.
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Hetman Awards

The Hetman Awards Gala, held on November 10, 2024, at the Ukrainian
Youth Unity Complex in Edmonton, celebrated the exceptional volunteer
contributions of Ukrainian Albertans. Liboro poky, Bxe B 26-i1 pa3s, el
NPEeCTMXHUA 3axig BlLlaHyBaB JIOAE Ta OpraHisauii, $Ki CBOEH
BiQAAHICTIO, NiAepCTBOM Ta HEBTOMHOW MNpaue 3po6unn BaroMuii
BHECOK Y 3MiLHEHHS YKpaiHCbKO-KaHaAChKOi rpomaan AnbbepTu.

This year, there were 11 recipients of the Hetman Award and 11
recipients of the Ukraine Crisis — Humanitarian Aid Award, each honored
for their significant contributions to both the local community and
Ukraine’s recovery effort.

Outstanding Leadership Award  Professional Achievement Award

Orest Fitzowich Maryna Chernyavska
Dr. Elaine Harasymiw Dr. Natalia Khanenko-Friesen
Ihor Krys Darka Tarnawsky

Arlene Kryschuk
Vivian Skakun

Exemplary Volunteer Award Youth Leadership Award
Timko Basaraba Marko Boychuk
Symen Kostiuk Inna Ivchenko

Mary Zalucky

Ukraine Crisis Humanitarian Aid Award

Yevhen Burlaka Dr. Oleksandr Pavlenko
William Brese John Stadnyk
Olena Danyleiko Carol Slukynski
Eugenia Leskiw Kristopher Yarish
Christine Kuzyk Vegreville and Area
Diana Kotsyuba Stands With Ukraine

Canadian Cong
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Two Years Since the War in Ukraine
On February 24, 2024, communities across Alberta united to mark the
second anniversary of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Rallies and solidarity gatherings took place in Edmonton, Calgary,
Vegreville, Fort Saskatchewan, Fort McMurray, Canmore, Sherwood
Park, and Red Deer, drawing thousands of participants. YkpaiHCbka
roomaga B EAMOHTOHI 3ibpanacs Ha nnouwi Baionet KiHr I'eHpi 6insd
3akoHogaBuoi acambnei AnbbepTun, ae Bigbdynucs nNpomMoBM, 3anasieHHs
CBIYOK Mam’siTi Ta BUCTYNn Xopy «HoBe >XXWUTTSA», BLUAHOBYHOUYM CTIAKICTb
YKpPaiHCbKOro Hapoay Ta 3aknukarouu 40 noganbllol NigTPUMKM YKpaiHi B
T 60poTL6I 3a cBOGOAY.
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Anna Rudyk-Ostrom Memorial Fund

The Anna Rudyk-Ostrom Memorial Fund, established in 1993, continues to promote Ukrainian culture through
education, arts, and dance. In 2024, the fund awarded a total of $2,200 in grants, with each recipient receiving $725
to support their projects:

. Lesia Savedchuk: Annotated and illustrated bibliography of Ukrainian children’s literature (1945-2023).

. Bandura Band Feyeria: Preserving Ukrainian culture through music.

. Maksym Hutsuliuk and Erlord Production: Promoting Ukrainian culture through theatre and film.

Youth Ambassadors in Alberta

Cody Mackoway (AB) is a recent graduate of the University of Alberta
majoring in Political Science and History. He’s the recipient of the
University of Alberta Opportunities Award, the Jason Lang Scholarship
and Alberta Foundation for Ukrainian Education Society Ukrainian
Studies Scholarship. Cody served as the President of the Ukrainian
Students’ Society and Chair of the Sturgeon County Youth Advisory
Committee.

Anhelina Taran (AB) has extensive media experience, including as a host
at Media Bohemia in Prague and Satellite TV Channel “Pravda TUT” in
Ukraine. Anhelina holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Film and Television
from Kyiv National Cinema and Television University. She actively
contributes to her community through volunteering with organizations like Cody Mackoway Anhelina Taran
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the Association of Ukrainians in
Calgary.
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Member Reports

Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Edmonton Branch

CnaBa YkpaiHi!
Thank you to the board members of UCC Edmonton and their organizations for acting as a supportive
family during these challenging times for our community.

“UCC Edmonton is a non-profit umbrella organization that unites, supports, and promotes
Ukrainian cultural, educational, political, social, business, and recreational interests while raising
awareness within the greater Edmonton area.”

This year, UCC Edmonton focused on enhancing its capacity to fulfill its responsibilities by
emphasizing:
. Strengthening Organizational Structure: Built an efficient framework to support member
organizations through improved systems, streamlined processes, and enhanced operations.
. Improving Communication and Collaboration: Fostered stronger relationships through open
communication, regular meetings, shared goals, and consistent updates.
. Assigning and Distributing Resources: Allocated essential resources like funding, materials, and
manpower to empower member organizations.
. Defining Our Role as a Community Leader: Solidifying UCC Edmonton's position as a local leader
and unified voice for the Ukrainian community.
. Promoting Ukrainian Interests: Advocated for Ukrainian culture, heritage, and contributions within
the Edmonton community.
. Building Partnerships for Events: Partnered with stakeholders to create impactful events fostering
cultural pride and community engagement.
. Developing a Centralized Voice: Unifying the perspectives of local Ukrainian organizations to
strengthen advocacy and amplify community impact.
There are a few items worth highlighting that UCC Edmonton hosts annually:
1.In November 2024, UCC Edmonton hosted the annual Holodomor Commemoration featuring a keynote
speaker.
2.In March 2024, UCC Edmonton, along with the Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta, hosted the Annual
Shevchenko Concert at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex.
3.In May 2024, UCC Edmonton organized the Annual Vyshyvanka Day March from MacEwan University to the
Legislature Grounds, raising funds.
4.In August 2024, the Ukrainian Pavilion Society, in collaboration with UCC Edmonton, hosted the Ukrainian
Pavilion at the Annual Edmonton Heritage Festival.
5.In August 2024, UCC Edmonton hosted Ukrainian Independence Day at the UNF Hall.
Future plans to Promote and Support Local Projects:
1.Renew the annual Chernobyl Commemoration event in April.
2.Participate in and support the Ukrainian Internment event in October.
3.Co-organize and support the War Anniversary event in February.
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Board of Directors

President
Dmytro Petrushchak

Past President
Yarko Broda

1st Vice President
Martyn Stusiak

2n Vice President
Mykola Vorotylenko

Secretary
Diana Kotsyuba

Treasurer
Liliana Folusiewicz

Director
Inna lvchenko

Director
Andrij Lytvynets

Director
Orysia Boychuk

Director
Vira Stusiak

Director
Mykhailo Kozlovsyky

Director
Lilya Sukhy

Director
Iryna Kravets-Kuzmicz

Director
Konstiantyn Lutchenko

Director
Iryna Tarnavska

Director
Andrii Kisil
Director
Yuri Malyuk

Audit Committee
George Yopyk
Sergiy Ivanyuk
Andrij Shymanovka

Contact information:
Website: uccedmonton.ca
Facebook: @uccedmonton
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Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Calgary Branch

Cnasa YkpaiHi!

This year, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Calgary Branch has continued to grow and adapt in response
to the needs of our community. Calgary has seen a significant increase in Ukrainian evacuees, among the
highest in the country. This has brought significant changes to our community, and we have risen to the
challenge, matching our efforts to meet these new realities. Our board has expanded, and our volunteer base
has tripled, reflecting the increasing demand for services and the community’s willingness to support these
efforts.

Key Initiatives and Events in 2023-24

Ukrainian WWI Internment Commemoration: This annual event continues to grow, attracting a larger
audience and fostering awareness of Ukrainian contributions and hardships in Canadian history.
Holodomor Commemoration: This year's event was graced by a performance from Ukraine’s Gerdan
Performing Group and attended by Members of Parliament, Members of the Legislative Assembly, and
city representatives.

Second Anniversary of the Full-Scale Invasion: Over 1,500 people attended the rally at City Hall,
demonstrating Calgary's solidarity with Ukraine.

1000 Day Candle Vigil and Panakhyda: Held to mark 1,000 days since the invasion began, this solemn
event united the community in reflection and remembrance.

Hosted Ambassador Yuliya Kovaliv, Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada, during her visit.

Organized a meeting and community event withUCC National President Alexandra Chyczijand UWC
President Paul Grodto strengthen ties with national and global Ukrainian organizations.

International Vyshyvanka Day March: Continued our tradition of forming Ukrainian symbols, this year
creating a human map of Ukraine.

Taras Shevchenko Concert: Collaborated with the Calgary Bandurysty to celebrate the life and works of
Ukraine's iconic poet.

Ukrainian Day in the Park Festival: Celebrated Ukrainian Independence Day with performances, beer
gardens, a community pavilion, and markets, attracting approximately 4,000 attendees.

Partnered with the Calgary Canucks Hockey Organization to provide complimentary tickets to Ukrainian
newcomers.

Assisted in coordinating visits from the Ukrainian U18 National Hockey Teamand aU13 Girl's Team
participating in Haley Wickenheiser’s tournament.

Continued ourfree Survival English courses, helping over 4,000 Ukrainian evacuees gain essential
language skills through intensive two-week sessions.

OurRallies Teamorganizes biweekly protests, making Calgary one of Canada’s most active cities in
supporting Ukraine. These efforts are regularly broadcast in local media.

Hosted movie screenings and a photography exhibit on the genocidal war at Calgary’s Central Public
Library, further educating the public about Ukraine's struggles.

In addition to organizing events, we have penned dozens of letters to local politicians, institutions, and
organizations to advocate for the Ukrainian community’s needs, ensuring their voices are heard in every
sphere. We are proud of what we have accomplished together. The resilience of our community and the
unwavering support of our volunteers have allowed us to meet these challenges and strengthen our role as a
pillar of the Ukrainian Canadian community in Calgary.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our mission. Together, we will continue to honor our heritage,
support Ukraine, and make Calgary a welcoming place for all.
Sincerely,

Dr Danylo Moussienko
President, Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Calgary Branch
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Board of Directors
President

Danylo Moussienko
Past President

Inna Platova
Vice President

Stephania Romaniuk
Treasurer

Stephania Savyn

Secretary

Khrystyna Zagirska
Members at Large

Olya Biber

Anna Tselukhina
Anna-Mariya Zagirska
Victor Pavlyshyn

Alexander lwasyk

UCC Calgary Correspondent
Anehalina Taran

Audit Committee
Oleksandr Vasetsky

Kirill Soloviov

UCPBA of Calgary

Arkadij Chumak, Chairman
PLAST Calgary

Andriy Khudych, Vice
Chairman

Tryzub Ukrainian Dance
Association

John Stadnyk

CYM Calgary

Nataliya Melysh

SURMA Choir, Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Church
Christine Moussienko

St Vladimir’s Sadochok
Ukrainian Preschool
Olena Kanevska

Ukr Museum of Canada,
Calgary Collection
Zennovia Hayday

League of Ukrainian
Canadian Women

Tetiana Chekhovych
Calgary Ukrainian Festival
Karen Uhryn

Echoes of Ukraine
Association

Oleksander Zagirskyy
Ukrainian of Calgary
Association

Iryna Leonova

Ukrainian Students’
Society at UCalgary
Vacant

Contact information:
Calgaryucc.ca calgary@ucc.ca
Facebook: @calgaryucc
Instagram: @calgaryucc
Email: secretary@uccbv.ca.
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Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Bow Valley Branch

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Bow Valley Association became officially incorporated on
January 11, 2024, marking a significant milestone in its journey to strengthen and represent the
Ukrainian community in the region.

Support Groups and Community Engagement

. Weekly Open Yoga Sessions (August 2023 - August 2024): Organized in collaboration with
Settlement Services Bow Valley, these sessions provided stress relief and mental health
support.

Cultural and Memorial Events

. Christmas Vertep in Banff (January 14, 2024): A traditional Ukrainian Christmas theatre
performance featuring local volunteers, musicians, and Ukrainian cuisine brought the
community together.

. Two Years of War Memorial (February 24, 2024): Marking the war's two-year anniversary,
55 attendees, including Canmore Mayor Sean Krausert, paid tribute to fallen defenders of
Ukraine with speeches and a moment of silence.

Fundraising and Awareness

« Unity Run for Ukraine (June 1, 2024): A 5km run organized in 15 Canadian cities raised
awareness for Ukraine, with local participation and media coverage contributing to its
success.

. Rally for Ohmadyt (July 14, 2024): Highlighting war crimes, this rally drew attention to the
Russian attack on Ukraine's largest children's hospital.

Festivals and Exhibitions

. United Fest (August 24, 2024): Celebrating diversity, this festival included Ukrainian cultural
showcases, 133 volunteers, and raised $4,000 for Ukraine’s "Butterfly House" children’s
hospice.

. Canmore Festival of Arts and Creativity (September 15, 2024): Ukrainian modern traditional
clothing, books, and food were featured, promoting cultural exchange.

Educational and Advocacy Events

. UCC APC 50th Anniversary Conference (November 9-10, 2024): Bow Valley
representatives, including President Olha Kulybanych, presented on society incorporation
and engaged with experts.

. 1000 Days of War Memorial (November 19, 2024): A solemn event in partnership with St.
Mary’s Parish Church to honor those lost during the war.

. Holodomor Commemoration (November 20, 2024): A free movie screening raised
awareness about the Holodomor genocide.

These initiatives underline Bow Valley's dedication to community engagement, cultural
preservation, and advocacy for Ukraine.

Board of Directors

President
Olha Kulybanych

Vice President
Andrii Tkachenko

Secretary
Tetiana Dimova

Project Director
Oleksandr Zahrebelnyi

Marketing &
Communications Director
Kateryna Kostyniuk

Creative Director
vacant

Contact information:
Website: ucchowvalley.ca
Facebook: @uccinbowvalley
Instagram: @ucc_bow_valley
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Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts (ACUA)

Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts is proud to report another very successful year
offering a wide variety quality programming and services. The board of Directors would
like to extend a special thank you to our professional team of Robin McHugh, Borys
Tarasenko, Viktoriya Popovych, Sheena Kelloway and Summer Student Leda Tarnawsky
who manage the operations, gallery, boutique and programming and to all of the
dedicated volunteers and memberships who continue to make ACUA a success. ACUA
Gallery & Artisan Boutique continues to grow. To date, we feature over 200 artists, folk
artists, musicians, and writer's original works of art for sale. We are working towards
offering boutique sales in an online store.

ACUA continues to offer programming throughout the province of Alberta. Highlights of
programming we offer and events we have hosted this year, include:

- Signature Artist Series featured exhibits

- Fine and folk art workshops, special workshops, and lectures

- Publication of ACUA Vitae — Ukrainian Art and Culture magazine

- Annual Easter and Christmas art show and market

- Folk Art Retreats in rural Alberta

- Operation of ACUA Gallery & Artisan Boutique & Community Art Space
- Ukrainian Vintage Fair

- Scholarships to promote Ukrainian art and culture in the community

- Maintenance of an online Directory of Ukrainian Artists

- Community and Bilingual School Outreach

Being a provincial organization, the ACUA board recognizes the need to increase the
number of Regional Representatives and ensure that Ukrainian art and culture is
celebrated across Alberta. ACUA continues to seek out new representation across the
province and works with our current representatives to bring initiative and projects to their
communities. We are proud to have regional representatives in Lethbridge, Calgary,
Grande Prairie, Jasper, Vegreville, Andrew, Bonnyville, and Carvel.

The Board of Directors would like to extend a sincere thank you to all of the community for
the overwhelming support of ACUA. We look forward to an exciting 2024-25 with the
continuation of our current programming and the addition of new exciting programs and
initiative

PiuHuni 3BIT | 2023-2024

ALELRTA COURCIL FOR THE

ukrainian
rts

ANBEEPTCHAA PAJA YRPATHCBEDTD MHCTEUTES

Board of Directors

President
Deborah Stasiuk

Vice President
Irene Pyzyk

Treasurer
Betty Corlett

Secretary
Larysa Luciw

Directors

Darka Broda-Masiuk
Khrystyna Kohut
Nadia Opyr

Lesia Soltykevych
Irene Pryma

June Mielnichuk

Provincial Representatives
Maria Shysh — Calgary
Hazel Anaka — Andrew
Roger Baydock — Jasper

Pat Williams — Lethbridge

Auditors

Heather Eskow
Elena Scharabun
Anastasiya Khoma

Office & Gallery

Robin McHugh

Borys Tarasenko

Viktoriya Popovych

Leda Tarnawsky

Sheena Kelloway

BJ Passmore

Joshua Semchuck, Bottom
Line Productions

Contact information:
acuarts.ca

(780) 488-8558

9534 - 87 street, Edmonton
AB T6C 3J1
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Alberta Foundation For Ukrainian Education Society

CnaBa YkpaiHi! Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! My BCl 3HAaEMO, K BaXJINBO € A1 HALUOT YKPAiHCLKOI
rpomMaamn 36epiratv ykpaiHCbKy MOBY Ta IAeHTUYHICTL B KaHagl. Came Ans L€l MeTU ICHYE
Hala opraHi3auia — AnbbepTcbka PyHAaLIA CNpUAHHA YKpaiHCbKIn OcBITI (APCYO).

Alberta Foundation for Ukrainian Education Society (AFUES) was established in 1979, so this
year marks our 45th anniversary. According to our Mission Statement: “AFUES supports the
development of Ukrainian language education in order to foster and promote positive social and
cultural identity within Canada’s diverse mosaic.”

Y uepBHI LUBOro poky mMu Bmbpanu Pagy AupekTopiB Hawoi dyHAauli B TakomMy ckniagl. In
June at our last AGM, we elected the following AFUES Board of Directors:

MwuHynoro poky Hawa ®yHaaua ASCYO 3aiManacs pI3HOMaHITHAMM MPOEKTaMMU.
Some of AFUES accomplishments during this reporting period include:

1. AnbbepTtcbka PyHaauis CnpuaHHS YkpaiHcbKid OcsITi (APCYO-AFUES) pa3oMm 3 IHWKMU
OpraHi3alisiMn LLLOPOKY CMOHCOPYE BUCTYNW AOMNOBIAAYIB Ha LlleBUeHKIBCHKIA nekuli. 8
6epe3Ha 2024 poky Ha 58-1i LLleBUeHKIBCLKIV nekuli M1 3 paICTio NpUBITaAN BUCTYN Noc/a
Iropa Ocrtawa Ha TeMy «YKpaiHCbKI KynbTYpHI 6aratcTBa nij 3arpo30 POCIfCLKOI arpeci:
BTPATW, 3aXMUCT | NOBEPHEHHS Ha 6ATbKIBLLIVHY».

On March 8, 2024, AFUES was a co-sponsor of the 58th Annual Shevchenko Lecture in
cooperation with the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) and the Ukrainian Canadian
Professional and Business Association of Edmonton (UCPBAE). Over the years, we've had so
many excellent speakers from around the world, who have touched on a wide variety of Ukrainian
topics. This year our speaker was Ambassador-at-Large lhor Ostash on the topic “Ukrainian
Cultural Treasures Under Threat from Russian Aggression: Losses, Protection and Repatriation.”

2. LUboro poky Hawa éyHaaLa npoAoBXyBana HagaBaTy BadJIMBI CTUMEHANT 3 YKPAiHCbKOI
MOBU ANA CTyAeHTIB Anbb6epTCbKOro yHIBepcuTeTy, siIKI BMBYAOTh YKPAiHCbKY MOBY Ha
p13HMX piBHAX. AFUES continued providing Ukrainian Language Scholarships for the University
of Alberta undergraduate Ukrainian language courses at different levels.

3. TakoXX My PIHAHCOBO MIATPUMYBANM Cy6OTHI YKpaiHCbKI WwKoam — PigHy LLkony Ta Kypcu
YKpaiHo3HaBcTBa B EAMOHTOHI. This year AFUES also funded Saturday Heritage Schools, such
as Ridna Shkola and Kursy Ukrayinoznavstva in Edmonton.

4. 3 ornAgy Ha Benuky KUIbKICTb HoBOMnpubynmx 3 YkpaiHn, APCYO gonomarana 3
nopajamu Tta GIHAHCOBOK NIATPUMKOI A5 BIAKPUTTA YKPAICHBKUX CYBOTHIX LUK B M.
®opTt MakMtoppeli Ta M. Peg, Aip. AFUES was helping out in an advisory role and with financial
assistance to open up Ukrainian Saturday schools in Ft. McMurray and Red Deer.
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Board of Directors

President
Vlodko Boychuk

Past President
Marco Levytsky

Vice-President
Semen Kostiuk

Treasurer
lhor Krys

Secretary
Nataliia Naiavko

Director

Alla Nedashkivska
(Scholarships
Portfolio)

Director
Olena Hartsula
(Membership
Portfolio)

Member-at-Large
Sophia Salouk
Walter Kowalchyk
(UCPBA Rep)

Contact information:
afues.ca
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5. Ak BXe BIAOMO Hawa PyHaaLIa NPOAOBXYE cnevulanbHUi npoekT TULIP 1 ¢iHaHcoBO
330X04Y€E BCl YyKpaiHCbKI opraHi3auli AnbbepTn 6i1nblle BUKOPUCTOBYBATU YCHY Ta
NMUCbMOBY YKPaiHCbKy MOBY B IXHbOMY LLIOAEHHOMY XUTTI. Lle gornomoxe 3anyuuTtn Ao
HaLKWX opraHi3auil 6inblle HoBONPMOYAMX 3 YKpaiHW, a TakoX Mokaxe 611bLUy LIHHICTb
HaLOol YKpalHCbKOI MOBW. Halle racno: «YkpaiHcbka MoBa Bcroaum!» As you know, our
Foundation continues to promote a special project Transformational Ukrainian Language
Infusion Program (TULIP). Its purpose is to financially encourage Ukrainian organizations in
Alberta to use the Ukrainian oral and written language in their day-to-day activities. This will
help to bring in more newcomers from Ukraine into our diaspora organizations and will also
demonstrate the value of using our Ukrainian language. Our slogan: “Ukrainian language is
everywhere!”

6. Mun pagl BIA3HaUNTK, WO ABa YaeHn Hawoi Pagn AupekTopisa APCYO — CemeH KocTrok
Ta Irop Kpwuck, otpumanu Haropogn eTbMaHa 3a iIXHHO HEBTOMHY Mpaur Ta BKNag Yy
pPO3BUTOK YyKpaiHcbkoi rpomaan B AnbbepTtli. We would like to acknowledge that two
members of AFUES Board of Directors, Semen Kostiuk and Ihor Krys, received the Hetman
Awards for their tireless work and their continuous contribution in the development of Ukrainian
community in Alberta.

Jopori apysi, Wwe pa3s Wwmpo AAkyr BCM yneHam Paawm AupektopiB APCYO 3a ixHKO
npawo And po3BUTKY Ta MNOLLUMPEHHS YKPaiHOMOBHOI OCBITU B AnbbepTl.

In conclusion, | would like to thank all the members of AFUES Board of Directors once again
for their contributions in the development of the Ukrainian language education in Alberta.
3BIT 35aB Bnoako boiuyk, Fonosa A®CYO

Submitted by Vlodko Boychuk, AFUES President
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Alberta Ukrainian Dance Association

The Alberta Ukrainian Dance Association (AUDA) exists to serve the needs of the Ukrainian dance community as a
liaison, network hub, and information resource centre. Our mandate, which is determined through feedback from our
membership and regular stakeholder engagements, includes the following:

» To promote, maintain, and enhance the appreciation of Ukrainian culture through dance.

» To serve as a liaison in the Ukrainian dance community and respond to requests for assistance from dance groups and
instructors.

» To enable skill development and improvement opportunities through conferences and workshops.

* To collect and distribute information on the various aspects of Ukrainian dance in a wider context of performing arts

« To encourage participation in dance as a multifaceted lived experience in physical, artistic, and social settings for
people of all ages and from all walks of life

» To facilitate participation in performance events and festivals as way of promoting cross- cultural competence and
modelling behaviour of diversity and inclusion

AUDA continues to support over 60 schools across the province where nearly 3,500 children, teens and adults
participate in Ukrainian dance enriching the cultural life of our communities. There are also over 80 instructors from the
Edmonton area who teach in Edmonton and across the province.

» Our Board of Directors maintains a healthy ratio of male to female members who boast a variety of skills and talents be
it in teaching dance, creating artistic events, mentorship, or communication, research and administration.

Over the past year, AUDA has enthusiastically funded several projects, workshops, and grants. We are honoured that
more and more dance schools are taking the opportunity to apply for these grants and they are hosting workshops within
their communities, hiring young aspiring dance instructors under our rural dance instructor initiative and allowing us to
support them by purchasing advertisements within their show or event programs. Not only are dance schools and artists
recognizing us but so are families within the community. We were able to grant five thousand dollars in summer camp
scholarships to ten dancers throughout the province who attended three of the larger Ukrainian dance camps in Alberta.

We have funded nearly fifteen thousand dollars to several new music projects for instructors and schools across the
province while supporting composers both in Edmonton and Ukraine to create over fifty-one minutes of new music that is
designed for stage dances. These music pieces are available after six months from the completion date to all of our
supporting members.

In October 2023 we hosted our annual instructors workshop in Edmonton Alberta which had twenty five participants from
Alberta, Ontario and Utah. It is our mission to ensure professional development is offered to dance instructors of all ages
and levels to ensure continuity and consistency is maintained. This season Richard Wacko taught our teachers about the
Transcarpathian region and character barre for children aged five to fifteen. The second portion of our workshop
focussed on theatre tech and was lead by Les Sereda. We rented both the Verkhovyna Dance School hall and the
Shumka Dance Centre for this workshop. We stand by our mission statement to enable skill development and
improvement opportunities through conferences and workshops.

To ensure we facilitate participation in performance events and festivals we offered the Unity dance opportunity again
and it was a huge success with twenty four dancers from multiple dance schools in Edmonton, Grande Prairie, Parkland
County, Red Deer, Lamont, and Myrnam. We rented the Parkland Ukrainian Dancers Rehearsal space in Spruce Grove
for these practices and the dancers performed at three known festivals including UFest in Edmonton, Ukrainian Festival
in Calgary and the Pysanky Festival in Vegreville Alberta. This dance was choreographed by artist Odessa Babhri.

Lastly, four of our board members along with several supporting members will be attending the upcoming Ukrainian
Canadian Congress’s 50th anniversary event in November 2024 as well as the Hetman awards that will be held here in
Edmonton. We are honoured to support this milestone.

The Alberta Ukrainian Dance Association continues to provide a community full of growth, passion and culture for all of
it's members and we continue attracting new members. Our annual general meeting will take place on Friday November
22nd 2024 at 5:30 pm, location to be announced at a later date and we invite all to attend.

Thank you for your time,
Kayla Devaux - President
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Steven Murrell
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Odessa Babhri
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Matthew Borys
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Nick Hynek

Contact information:
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Ph. 780-422-9700

Instagram @albertaukrainiandance

Facebook AlbertaUkrainianDanceAssociation

Website: www.abuda.ca
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Alberta Ukrainian Self-Reliance Leagaue (AUSRL)

The 2023 AUSRL Annual Convention / Annual General Meeting was held in-person on October 18, 2023 at St. Anthony’s
Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, along with UWAC-APE AGM that same evening. It consisted of two of the component
organizations participating : UWAC — Alberta Provincial Executive held their AGM to share their Financial Report and the
AUSRL AGM was held. As well, we recognised two Ukrainian Orthodox Youth with the 2023 CYMK-UQY Leadership
Bursary.

We wish to congratulate the 2023 Recipients: Justine Jereniuk — 2nd Time Recipient, University of Alberta Kinesiology and
Nikolia Kruhlak — 4th Time Recipient, University of Alberta, Pharmacy

Following the AUSRL AGM, we were fortunate to have Dr Larissa Sembaliuk-Cheladyn share about the Ukrainian Voice
Mosaic Project, its inception and final completion. Larissa shared the process of bringing the printing blocks from Winnipeg
to Edmonton, locating a studio space, the cataloguing and cleaning of the print block and selection process for the mosaic
project. This mosaic projects it telltale in sharing the history of Ukrainians in Canada, but also a large portion are sharing the
history of our Ukrainian Self-Reliance League of Canada (USRL) and our component organizations — The Ukrainian
Women’s Association of Canada (UWAC), Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association (TYC), Canadian Ukrainian Youth
Association — Ukrainian Orthodox Youth (CYMK-UQY), our institutes, and our many parishes of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of Canada (UOCC). Following a very informative question and answer session, AUSRL presented Dr Larissa with a
donation of $10000 towards this Mosaic Project. We anxiously await the completion of this project and its cross-Canada tour
in the Summer of 2025.

A major focus of our AUSRL Board during 2023-24 was being able to support of Ukrainian USRL and Ukrainian Orthodox
community in Alberta through our AGLC Casino Funds raised from our Casino which took place in April, 2023. AUSRL
works to provide major fundraising support to help our community organizations meet their cultural. education, and religious
programming within Alberta. We held four meetings over the 2023-2024 term, held virtually, embracing the convenience of
online meeting, to allow more flexibility in timing and participation.
Our Financial Year ended August 31, 2024. During the 2023-24 AUSRL Term we were able to distribute funding to the
following projects / organizations:

« RAZOM Orchestra, Newcomer Orchestra, Edmonton, Purchase of Musical Instruments

« Order of St. Andrew’s, Program Support (Newcomer Language Classes, Altar Boys Recognition)

« KONTACT Ukrainian TV, Sacred Music Concert Recording, St John’s Cathedral 100th Anniversary

« St. Anna’s UWAC, St Anthony Parish — Programming Support

« St Michael’s Parish, Facility Project

« St Michael's UWAC, Edmonton, Programming Support

As well, we have allocated funding to Camp Barvnok Society for Facility Project and Summer Camp Program 2024; St
Anthony’s Parish 50th Anniversary Iconography Project, National CYMK-UOY Retreat, Calgary-Canmore-Banff, and Studio
Theo — Picking Up The Pieces Mosaic Project.

We are fortunate to have another AUSRL AGLC Casino scheduled for March 2025, where we will be once again asking for
volunteers from within our USRL-Alberta community to raise the much-needed funds for the many community projects that
are asked to support.

As well, we will be awarding two CYMK-UQY Leadership Bursaries for the 2024 Year at the upcoming AGM in October 18-
19, 2024 being held at St Andrew’s Sobor, Edmonton.

| would like to thank our AUSRL board for their perseverance and support during this past year. For the most part, our Board
members are active community volunteers within our greater community organizations in various capacities. This board
takes the time to connect, review funding requests and make decisions that support our greater Ukrainian Canadian
community in Alberta and beyond. Your dedication is greatly appreciated. Through a strong community spirit, we shall be
able to move forward and have our community as strong, if stronger than ever.

Respectfully submitted by
Dennis Kuchta, President, AUSRL

Board of Directors
Directors
President
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Michael Zubkow
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Myrna Kostash
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Bishop Budka Charitable Society

The mission of the Bishop Budka Charitable Society is:

1. To carry out projects and programs of national and international assistance, development,
and emergency relief.

2. To foster an awareness of our global community through education, individual, and
personal involvement.

3. To promote, encourage, and assist national and international aid and development.

4. To collect, raise, and distribute funds to support aid and development programs of the
society.

Over the course of the past year the Bishop Budka Charitable Society continued to fulfill its
mission by holding monthly meetings and reviewing requests for funding.

Nine meetings of the Directors of the Bishop Budka Charitable Society were held over the
past year.

During the last year, the Bishop Budka Charitable Society has also been fostering greater
collaboration with the Rotary Club.

The Bishop Budka Charitable Society held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on the evening
of Thursday, 20 June 2024. The guest speaker was Gerry Darichuk of the Calgary North
Rotary Club. He spoke on the topic of the “Development of the Kryvyi Rih Medical
Rehabilitation Centre for the Injured in Ukraine.”

Board of Directors

President
Cipko Serge President

Secretary
Dubyk Jerry

Treasurer
Koziak Neil

Vice President
Kruk lhor

Directors
Basarab-Allore Gloria
Boychuk Orysia
Lesko Gary

Lickacz Wendy
Simicisin llija
Tymoczko Helen
Wasylycia Lester
Worger Pat
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Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society

The Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society is a registered charity that supports the Ukrainian
Cultural Heritage Village in achieving its full potential as a museum. We do this by owning and
maintaining the Silska Domiwka hall & kitchen, employing the site’s seasonal interpretation staff,
managing food & retail services, and operating the HCP summer day camp. In addition, we organize
programs and events that raise funds, increase awareness of the UCHV, and provide a doorway for
community involvement. We are a membership-based organization comprised of individual and
family members.

Staff includes Gordon Yaremchuk, Shelby Doucette, Mariana Tsyfra, and Emily Luz.

We held our AGM in April of 2024 at St. John’s Cultural Center and the meeting featured door
prizes, snacks, and presentations. Noted highlights were important bylaw changes and an
adjustment to our fiscal year.

Our music festival returned on Friday, July 12 at the Pint off Whyte, continued with a patio series at
UCHYV the next day, and concluded with the main concert at UCHV on Sunday. It was at this event
that we announced the recipient of our Ludvik Marianych Ukrainian Music & Leadership Scholarship,
Kasya Jaddock. The scholarship award is comprised of $500, a numbered Larisa Sembaliuk
Cheladyn print, and a Friends membership for one year. The award is issued once annually.

Our Historical Children’s Program (HCP) summer day camp welcomed 102 campers and this
included 36 Ukrainian National children sponsored by Ukrainian Canadian Social Services and
private donors. A Kastelen Sausage & Fine Meats donation provided lunch once per week for all
campers. Huge thanks to those organizations!

Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society is now gearing up to attend vendor markets where we will
sell merchandise and engage in promotion. We look forward to continuing our support of the UCHV
in 2025 as it will be the 50th Anniversary of the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village. 2024 is the 40th
Anniversary of the Friends Society and we have enjoyed celebrating this milestone all year!
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Edmonton Catholic Schools Ukrainian Bilingual Parent Advisory Society (UBPAS)

Mission: to promote, advocate, and support the Edmonton Catholic Schools Ukrainian Bilingual Program
(UBP) so as to sustain the highest quality of academic, bilingual, cultural, and religious learning
opportunities and resources for all students.

Thank you to parents, teachers, administrators, volunteers, and community stakeholders for their support,
commitment, and contributions to the Ukrainian Bilingual Program and activities of the Society for 50 years!
Enroliment (K-Gr. 12) = approx. 923 students (St. Martin — 361; St. Matthew - 273, St. Brendan — 211;
Austin O’Brien - 78).

Highlights of 2023-24 and events sponsored by (UBPAS):

+ AGM / Appreciation / Awards (October 5th, 2023): Held in-person & well attended by the community.

« Advocated on behalf of the program on various topics including Ukrainian language fluency within the
administrative staff of our program schools etc.

« Spring 2024: Ukrainian picture dictionaries were presented to Grade 2 students.

« 50th Anniversary Sat Feb 10th, 2024 @ Meridian Banquets: was a huge success! Close to 400 people
in attendance.

« Appreciation: June 2024, we provided some sweet treats to our administrators, teachers and support
staff to remind them how much they are appreciated.

« June 2024 Farewells: The Grade 12 Matura was held at Holy Cross & the UBPAS contributed funds in
support of the event. St. Brendan Grade 9 pizza party/farewell for the Ukrainian Bilingual students,
where the UBPAS provided the pizzas. St. Martin & St. Matthew Grade 6 celebration farewell events.

Marketing and Advertising 2023-2024: For the Edmonton Catholic Schools Ukrainian Bilingual Program
continued to be a joint venture with UBPAS, school administrations, and Edmonton Catholic School District.
The marketing plan included the following initiatives, all coordinated by ECSD, and funded jointly by the
UBPAS and our partner organization, UBLA (Ukrainian Bilingual Language Association):

« Roadsigns to advertise open houses for each school, YouTube, Facebook and Instagram
advertisements along with digital ads on billboards at the airport terminal.

« Handbills in welcome packages for newcomer families arriving from Ukraine.

- Other advertising implemented: special feature publications within the local community (e.g., ACUA
Vitae Magazine, UCC-APC Ukrainian Day Souvenir booklet, UCC e-bulletin, various festival program
booklets etc.).

«We put up a display for the Edmonton Catholic Schools Ukrainian Bilingual Program at community
events: Yarmarok (pre-easter market) & Ufest (May 24th & 25th, 2024)

Financial Support: The Society continues to provide funding to each school for the Ukrainian bilingual
program, to support and/or subsidize:

« Classroom/library resource materials

« School cultural activities, celebrations, special projects, Field trips, student retreats, transportation costs.

« Scholarship program for Grade 12 and Academic Achievement awards for Grade 4-9

« Recognition program including farewell gifts for Grades 6, 9 (icon and rushnyk) and Grade 12
(UBPAS/tryzub logo gold pendant)

Committees we are a part of: our Society and the Ukrainian Bilingual Program is represented on various
other committees and organizations, for e.g: UBLA (Ukrainian Bilingual Language Association), Ukrainian
Bilingual Administrators, UCC-APC (Ukrainian Canadian Congress-AB Provincial Council), Education
committee with UCC-APC and at the University Level with ULEC, ULECON (Ukrainian Language Education
Consortium, which includes Admin Ukrainian Language reps from AB Education, Sherwood Park,
Vegreville, ULEC, Edmonton Catholic).

Goals for 2024-2025: Completion of 50th anniversary archive project; Work with our stakeholder
organizations for funds to: Purchase the last stock of the Eng/Ukr/Fr Richard Scarry dictionaries (A great
tactile resource for our early learners), Purchase icons annually for our grade 6 and 9 graduates; Continue
working to update to our bylaws; - Continue our work with UBLA to coordinate funding support for Ukrainian
language education programs in Alberta;

Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Lea-Wilson (nee: Wujcik), President

Board of Directors
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Vice-President
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St. Brendan
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Lesia Gudzio

Austin O’Brien
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Ken Semeniuk

Contact information:
president@ubpas.net
https://www.facebook.com/UBPAS
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Glory be to Jesus Christ!
Glory be Forever!

A ponyyaBcsA [0 OHNaiH-3ycTpiveli KoHrpecy YkpaiHuiB KaHagn — [poBiHUiiHOT Paaun
Anbbeptn (UCC-APC), konn maB Taky MOXnmBicTb. Hapasi UCC-APC Bege HaassuuaiiHO
aKTMBHY pPO6OTY, MIATPUMYHUM NOHaZ 65 TucAdY ykpaiHuiB, ski npubynm go Anbbeptu. Lle
BKJ/THOYAE CMIBNpaLIo 3 ypsgamy Ha NpPOoBiHUiHOMY Ta oefepasibHOMY PIBHAX, @ TakoX HafaHHS
Pi3HOMaHITHUX NOCAYT A1 IXHbOrO YCMILIHOrO NOCeNeHHs Ta aganTadii.

The processing of the UCBC archives has come to a stop at the Bohdan Medwidsky Ukrainian
Folklore Archives (BMUFA) at the Kule Folklore Centre at the University of Alberta. | spoke to
NataliiaYesypenko (she took over from Maryna Chenyavska; Maryna moved on to another
position at the UofA) at BMUFA - Kule Folklore Centre, University of Alberta. She told me that
there is no longer any room to process/store UCBC AB archives. It was suggested to contact
the Basilian Fathers Museum (contact - Karen Lemiski - curator & associate director) in
Mundare and determine if they will take-over and continue the processing of the UCBC
Archives.

I have been working with Vlodko Boychuk, President, Alberta Ukrainian Media Association
(AUMA) to have programs shown on the Alberta Kontakt TV Program where each is
acknowledged that it is sponsored or presented by the Alberta Branch of the UCBC.

UCBC AB participated in and financially supported:

. the videoing of Concert of Ukrainian Carols and its broadcasting on Alberta Kontakt.

. another production run (1000) of the coloring books commemorating the 130th of
Immigration and Settlement. The coloring books were distributed to the Ukrainian bilingual
schools: St. Martin, St. Matthew, St. Nicholas (Sherwood Park), and St. Theresa (Sherwood
Park).

. the St. Martin Playground Recognition Mural Presentation event.

. the Ukrainian Bilingual Program's 50* Anniversary reunion Zabava

UCBC also attended many community events.

submitted by Bro. Mark Kopinec - President

BpaTcBo YKpaiHuiB Katonukie KaHaau Bigain Anb6eptu (EAMOHTOHCLKOIT Enapxii)
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of Canada — Alberta Branch (Edmonton Eparchy)
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Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada - Edmonton Eparchy

We have 7 branches in Edmonton, 1 in Calgary, 1 in Red Deer, and 8 in rural locations for a
total of 17 branches for a total of 571 members and 8 Honourary Life Members.

Initiatives:

« Our Eparchial UCWLC Website ucwlcedmonton.ca has been completed.

. Work continues expanding and relocating the UCWLC Museum. The committee is
working diligently on this project as it involves creating a new organization with strong
affiliation with UCWLC, and a strong business and sustainable plan. A grant for a
Feasibility Study has been applied for.

. Museum participated in UFest and Pysanka Festivals, as well as hosting several school
classes.

. Eparchial Cookbook — With Baba’s Blessing ... Smachnoho!, continues to be available
for sale at ACUA, UCHV and at branches, as well as our children’s produced Christmas
Cards

. We started the process of our UCWLC applying for Charitable status with the CRA.

. As we move into more digital technology, digitizing our archives and databases of
branches so that the information can be accessible by members, not just sitting in our
offices was discussed. While we did not receive funding from Canada Summer Jobs to
hire young members to work on this year, it is something that we will continue to
pursue.

Mothers in Prayer and Fellowship groups were introduced at several branches

. Branches Holy Eucharist and Holy Trinity celebrated their 75th anniversaries and of
Descent of the Holy Spirit (Wasketanau) their 50th anniversary

. UCWLC Eparchial celebrated their 80th anniversary in June with over 100 attendees

Charitable donations were made to support the following: Edmonton Food Bank, Mustard
Seed Church, Ukrainian Catholic Social Services, Sheptysky Institute, St. Michael’s
Extended Care, Edmonton Prolife, St. Joseph’s Home in Mundare, Holy Spirit Seminary,
Bridge of Hope, Marian Centre, Bishop Budka Society, and Basilian House of Studies. We
support four Sadochoks — BUCPS, Kalyn Kids, St. Basil's, and St. Josaphat’'s. Help with
funding of two Children’s Camps — Camp Oselia and Camp St. Basil’'s. Support the Eparchy
of Edmonton by donating to the Bishop’s Name Day, the Bishop’s Gala, and CNEWA. The
Eparchial UCWLC has donated over $20,000 to help others.

Contact information:
www.ucwlcedmonton.ca
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St. John’s Institute (SJI)

In early 2024, SJI's Board of Directors chose to contribute $33,000 to the ‘mental health
for newcomers’ project in Edmonton, which provides counseling services to Ukrainian
newcomers, delivered by volunteer Masters - level psychologists from Ukraine who
themselves were evacuees after the Feb. 2022 invasion. This funding directly supports
salaries for the Ukrainian psychologists - a critical part of the project which could not be
funded by other supporters. This funding allows for at least six months of salaries for the
psychologists.

Additionally, SJI continues to maintain & support further development of its Bar-V-Nok
resort/camp property on Pigeon Lake, which is currently leased to the Bar-V-Nok Society.
The Board of Directors of SJI continue their work developing grants/bursaries from their
investments. It is hoped that a new menu of grants will be available in the future.

Contact information:

St. John’s Institute (SJI)

c/o St. John’s Cultural Centre
10611 — 110 Ave.,
Edmonton, AB T5H 275
info@stjohnsinstitute.com

Ukrainian Pioneers’ Association of Alberta

The Ukrainian Pioneers Association of Alberta was proud to support several causes with
donations this year including the Ukrainian National Youth Federation's summer program
and archival work by Dr. Mark Minenko.

Members of the board represented the Pioneers at the University of Alberta's 50th
Anniversary Malanka, the Ukrainian Civil Liberties Association's unveiling of a monument
to Great War Internment in Vegreville, and MacEwan University's Ukrainian Resource
and Development Centre's Kyiv Konnection Banquet.

Our Annual General Meeting was conducted
on August 27th and all officers and directors
were confirmed in their positions. We
conducted a casino on October 15th and 16th
at Century Casino. The last meeting of the
calendar year will be Thursday, December 5th
from 5 to 7 pm at the Meadows Library
meeting room, and is open to anyone looking
to support Ukrainian history and culture in
Alberta and willing to help us decide how to
best use our casino funds.
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Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at MacEwan University

The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at MacEwan University has made
significant contributions to the cultural, educational, and community development sectors both
locally in Canada and internationally in Ukraine. URDC has become a vital hub connecting all
Ukraine-related initiatives at MacEwan, currently employing a director and an administrative
assistant. URDC collaborates closely with two part-time endowed Chairs: Chair of International
Health (CIH) and Kule Chair of Ukrainian Community and International Development (Kule
Chair). Additionally, URDC has been successful in bringing together academics from across the
University - Team Ukraina - to collaborate on numerous initiatives, ranging from research to
course offering, cultural and academic events, award administration, community and student
engagement, and language classes.

We are holding Ukraine and MacEwan, bringing community to the campus and campus to the
community. This past year was marked by strength, gratitude and collaboration. We extend
heartfelt appreciation to MacEwan’s Team Ukraina for joining hands with us in our shared
mission. Special recognition is due to the dedication and friendship of Dr. Jeffrey Stepnisky, Dr.
Elizabeth Burgess-Pinto, Lindsey Whitson, Dr. Chaldeans Mensah, Dr. Michael Gulayets, Dr.
Natalia Rohatyn-Martin, Dr. Oksana Tashkinova. Together, we’'ve woven the rich tapestry of
Ukraine’s narrative, from academic pursuits of course offerings, research endeavours and talks,
to cultural and community-engaged initiatives, for the benefit of all. Our achievements were
made possible through the continued support of the university administration and the broader
community. URDC's initiatives range from academic programs to community engagement,
panel discussions, exhibits, and more.

The second Ukraine Week at MacEwan featured a concert, film screening, and lecture, all
designed to deepen understanding of Ukraine’s fight for democracy. URDC is honoured to be
able to support Ukrainian students and academics by offering awards and visiting scholar
grants. We continue working closely with our partner universities in Ukraine: National University
of Kyiv Mohyla Academy, Ukrainian Catholic University, Ternopil National Medical University,
and Lviv Music Academy. A notable new initiative was the NATO Simulation—Complex
Challenges in the North: Forecasting the Arctic, a two-day exercise on Arctic defence and
security amid Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Faculty and students from three Canadian and two
Ukrainian universities (UCU and NaUKMA) explored the implications of the Russian invasion for
the Arctic defence. The project was supported by the Canadian Department of National
Defence.

With financial support from the community and the provincial government, we organized English
Language classes for newcomers. Our Indigenous Ukrainian Relations event, held August 2023

highlighted the power of open-mindedness and compassion. The
Canada Ukraine Model United Nations is entering its fifth year, and the
Gene Zwozdesky Artist in Residence program is now in its second
year. We are excited to welcome Lianna Makuch for her upcoming
residency at MacEwan. The Ukrainian Resource and Development
Centre at MacEwan University remains a dynamic hub of activity,
contributing to the academic, cultural, and community life at MacEwan
and beyond. We stand united with the resilient people of Ukraine
against this unprovoked and unjust russian aggression.

!' MacEwan

* UNIVERSITY

Board of Directors

Larisa Hayduk
Polina Budyanska

Contact information:

MacEwan University Room 7-310G,
10070 104 Avenue NW Edmonton,
Alberta T5J 4S2
www.MacEwan.ca/URDC 780-497-4373
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Ukrainian Students' Society (UofAlberta)
Ukrainian Students Society 2023-2024 Academic Year Recap:

The Ukrainian Students’ Society strives to uphold Ukrainian culture, language and
traditions amongst students at the University of Alberta, and informs about issues
relevant to the Ukrainian-Canadian community. By organizing Ukrainian events,
activities and social gatherings, USS helps keep the Ukrainian spirit alive on and off
campus.

This year, we organized our regular annual events to promote Ukrainian culture and
traditions, such as, pyrohy barbeques, tabling at various events, Sviat Vechir, Ukrainian
sports teams, and much more. In light of the war, this year we also organized events
dedicated to raising awareness and fundraising for Ukraine. This included a game-night
fundraiser for Ukraine, war-focused speaker and movie events, attendance at rallies, a
donation of $800 from our perogy BBQ, and an “Unissued Diplomas” exhibit - a
worldwide project displaying diplomas of Ukrainian university students that were never
issued because they were killed in the war.

Additionally, we continued to successfully integrate Ukrainian Newcomer students into
our club. Newcomers from the past 2 years comprise a notable portion of our over 100-
person membership, and visible friendships have been made between Ukrainian and
Canadian-born students at USS events. As well, our executive board now consists of
nearly a 50/50 split of Canadian-born and Ukrainian-born students. This way, we
successfully integrate varying perspectives into our decision-making, and satisfy the
preferences of both Ukrainian and Canadian-born students.

Over the past year, we focused on expanding our event capabilities, organizing a total of
16 events, averaging 2-3 per academic month. In general, we found great success in
USS sports teams and social gatherings. Our biggest event of the year was our USS
70th Anniversary Zabava, held on March 9th, 2024. Despite the challenges of planning
such a large-scale community event, it was so successful that we've committed to
hosting another Zabava in 2025. Overall, in 2023-24, USS achieved its goal of fostering
community-building initiatives while simultaneously focusing on fundraising and raising
awareness for Ukraine on campus.
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w UEKRAINIAN STUDENTS" SOCIETY

Board of Directors
President
Lukian Podilsky

Vice President
Khrystyna Shipka

VP External
Chloe Smith

VP Finance
Roman Baluchynskyy

VP Internal
Viktoriya Chervak

VP Marketing
Khrystyna Shipka

VP Events
Olena Savostenko

VP Communications
lvanna Sumka

Secretary
Catherine Moroziuk

Volunteer Coordinator
Max Lishchynskyi

International Liaison
Roman Tatarchuk

Sports Representative
Daria Krylova

Executive Assistant
Jonah Makowsky

Executive Assistant
Casey Honish

Past-President
Cody Mackoway

First Year Representative
lvanka Khoruzhenko

Contact information:

4-06 Pembina Hall - University of
Alberta Campus, Edmonton,

AB, Canada, Alberta

uss@ualberta.ca
sites.google.com/a/ualberta.ca/uss/home
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Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada Alberta Provincial Executive (UWAC-APE)

Report of the Past President of the Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada, Alberta Provincial
Executive (AB/BC)

In 2024, because the BC Provincial Executive was eliminated, our Executive took over its
responsibilities.

We have held bimonthly meetings of the Executive and two Google Meets for all AB/BC members.

I would like to thank First Vice-President, Nataliya Grytsiv, for representing us at UCC-APC, which
greatly simplified my presidency.

The primary objective of the UWAC-APE since election has been to communicate with our branches
and members. To this end, | have created a list with contact information for each of the ten Alberta
branches and an Excel document listing all Alberta members of the UWAC with their contact
information. One third of our members have no email addresses. Recently, | added the three BC
branches to these documents and am still trying to hone that information for accuracy.

To increase our Alberta membership, we prepared and mounted a display at Ukrainian Day at the
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village just outside Edmonton. Many Ukrainian newcomers stopped at our
booth and benefitted from our giveaway books and a draw for Flowers of the Bible prints. We thank
the UCC-APC for sponsoring that event.

Other initiatives were participation in the Holodomor Memorial at City Hall in November, 2023
(sponsored by UCC Edmonton), a joint workshop with the UWAC St. John’s Branch “Tell Your Story”
Workshop in March, 2024 for Edmonton/Calmar branches and two successful nominations of UWAC
members for the UCC-APC’s Hetman Awards 2024.

Although we are not a fund-raising body, we donated monies to the Alberta Local and International
Education Association in support of a film about Myrna Kostash, and to the UCC-APC Support Group
Project (psychological help for Ukrainian newcomers) among other donations.

We have resurrected the UWAC-APE scholarship to the University of Alberta for the student with the
highest marks in a Ukrainian Language Course--$500 per year for the next five years.

Respectfully,
Leona Faryna Bridges, President

L to R: Nataliya, Betty,
Susan, Leona, Vivian, Diane
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Board of Directors
President
Leona Bridges

Past President
Betty Corlett

1st Vice President
Nataliya Grytsiv

2nd Vice President
Vicki Kinhnicki

Recording Secretary
Iris Zwozdesky-Ciona

Treasurer
Susan Jereniuk

Financial Review
Dorothy Stachniak
Kathy Buchanan

UMCAB
Dr. Elaine Harasymiw

UWAC Museum -
Calgary Collection
Zennovia Haydey

AUSRL Representative
Vicki Kinhnicki

UCC Representative
Nataliya Grytsiv

Contact information:
uwac.ape@ustrl-cyc.org,
780-619-4416 (cell)
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Subscribe to Our E-Newsletter

Booklet Design

The booklet design, layout, edits, and translation were made by
Nadiia Hunko

Content review and additional edits were made by Orysia Boychuk,
Khrystyna Lukyanets, Lydia Migus, and Oksana Vasurchak




