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Minister MacKay visits  
Canadian Parliamentary Centre in Kyiv 

 
 
Kyiv -  On July 18, 2007, Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Peter 
MacKay v isi ted the Canada-Ukraine Parl iamentary Centre at the National 
Parl iamentary Library of Ukraine in Kyiv. The Centre was establ ished by Canadian 
Friends of Ukraine  to provide unique legislat ive and information support services 
for Ukraine’s parl iamentarians. The event took place during Minister MacKay’s 
off ic ial three-day visi t  to Ukraine.  
 
Welcoming the Minister at the National Parl iamentary Library of Ukraine were the 
Acting Director General of the Library, Zoya Savina as wel l  as representatives of 
Canadian Friends of Ukraine, Margareta Shpir and Lisa Shymko. 
 
The Minister was joined by Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine, Abina Dann and 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada, Ihor Ostash.  
 
During his remarks, Minister MacKay congratulated Canadian Friends of Ukraine on 
their  outstanding contribution to democracy bui lding in Ukraine as wel l  as their 
ongoing efforts to strengthen Canada-Ukraine relat ions. The Minister noted the 
valuable impact that the Canada-Ukraine Parl iamentary Centre has made on 
Ukraine’s legislat ive process. “Your organization’s wonderful  work is a true bridge 
between our countr ies and an example of how we can bui ld a more democrat ic and 
peaceful world through cooperation,” he said. 
 
Among the guests in attendance, were deputies from a cross-sect ion of pol i t ical  
part ies, including Oleh Bilorus (Tymoshenko bloc and Ukraine’s f i rst Ambassador to 
the USA), Leonid Kozhara (Party of Regions, Former Ambassador to Sweden), Ivan 
Krulko (Narodnyj Rukh-Our Ukraine). Also in attendance was the Chairman of the 
Union of Mil i tary Off icers of Ukraine, Colonel Vyacheslav Bi lous.  
 
The Minister ’s visi t  to the Centre received extensive coverage by Ukraine’s print and 
television media. 
 
Fol lowing the Minister ’s visi t  to the Centre, Canadian Friends of Ukraine were 
invited to attend an exclusive roundtable with the Minister to discuss recent pol i t ical 
developments in Ukraine. The forum also discussed issues such as NATO and WTO 
expansion. 
 
Canadian Friends of Ukraine welcomed Minister MacKay’s announcement that 
Canada has al located $16 mil l ion to promote democratic reform in Ukraine. Canada 
wi l l  also send a contingent of observers through the OSCE for the upcoming 
parl iamentary election.  
 
 
Contact  informat ion:  
Canadian Fr iends of  Ukraine 
620 Spadina Ave. 
Toronto,  Ontar io M5S 2H4 
Tel:  (416) 964-6644 Emai l :  canfun@inter log.com
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 From lef t  to r ight :  Leonid Kozhara (Member of  Ukraine’s Par l iament,  Party of  Regions),  
Vyacheslav Bi lous (President of  Ukraine’s Union of  Mi l i tary Off icers),  Margareta Shpir  (Vice-
President,  Canadian Fr iends of  Ukraine),  Oleh Bi lorus (Member of  Ukraine’s Par l iament,  
Tymoshenko fact ion, Ukraine’s f i rs t  Ambassador to the USA), Lesia Shymko (Director,  
Canada-Ukraine Par l iamentary Centre),  the Hon. Peter MacKay (Canada’s Minister  of  
Foreign Affa irs) ,  Abina Dann (Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine),  Ihor  Ostash (Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to Canada),  Ivan Krulko (MP Narodnyj  Rukh-Our Ukraine,  not  v is ible in photo)  
 


